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INTRODUCTION

Climate refers to the average weather conditions in a specific area over a long
period, typically at least 30 years. It includes patterns of temperature and
rainfall that usually remain stable over time, as defined by the World
Meteorological Organization.

However, climate change refers to alterations in these indices, which should
remain stable. This phenomenon has profoundly impacted a mountainous
country like Nepal, rich in natural resources and heritage. Although Nepal is not
a primary contributor to climate change, it is among the most affected. The
consequences include negative impacts on human life, socio-economic
development, biodiversity, tourism development, and natural disasters such as
heavy rainfall, drought, floods, landslides, avalanches, and droughts.

In the Terai, disasters such as inundation of farm settlements, floods caused by
changing river channels, erosion in riverbanks, and droughts have increased.
Melting snow in the Himalayas poses risks such as glacier outbursts, leading to
widespread loss of life and property in the lower regions. Additionally, excessive
heat in the Terai and melting snow in the Himalayas intensify these challenges,
creating disaster risks and additional problems such as the spread of new
diseases, changes in agricultural production cycles, and declines in food
production. These challenges lead to hunger and widespread migration,
putting marginalized communities and vulnerable groups at greater risk.

Purpose of the

Policy Paper Objectives

The Samata Foundation conducted e Develop an advocacy strategy
a study on the impacts of climate visible through concrete
change on the Dalit community. This measures at the local and
policy paper aims to: national levels.

1.Provide a brief overview of key e Analyze the climate justice

findings from the study.
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national levels.

situation for Dalit communities
concerning services provided by
state and non-governmental
actors.
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findings and recommendations
at regional and national
seminars.



METHODS

The study adopted qualitative and quantitative methods. Community-level
interactions were conducted through field visits and participatory methods.
Ethnicity, gender, age, and social diversity were considered during discussions
with civil society organizations, local political parties, elected representatives,
government officials, and other stakeholders.

Impact on Marginalized
Communities

The Constitution of Nepal identifies women, Dalits, indigenous peoples,
Madhesis, persons with disabilities, senior citizens, geographically remote
residents, sexual minorities, and stateless persons as economically, socially, and
educationally disadvantaged groups.

Climate change disproportionately impacts these groups due to their
dependence on natural resources, limited alternative livelihood opportunities,
and restricted access to resources, information, and technologies like early
warning systems.

Extreme climate events exacerbate vulnerabilities, with marginalized groups
facing greater challenges due to:

* Lower resilience and lack of secure shelter.
e Settlement in vulnerable areas prone to disasters like landslides and floods.
¢ Limited access to community resources and decision-making processes.

Dalit communities suffer from insecure land tenure, making them more
susceptible to risks such as soil erosion and flooding.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1.Community-Friendly Policy Implementation:

Although climate-related policies exist, their provisions often lack practical
implementation. Concrete measures should be designed to ensure inclusivity
and accessibility.




RECOMMENDATIONS

2. Prioritizing Vulnerable Groups:

Develop adaptation strategies focused on poor, ethnic, and resource-
dependent communities.

3. Enhancing Resilience:

Provide resources, technologies, and training to build resilience in marginalized
groups.

4. Local Adaptation Plans:

Incorporate climate adaptation measures into local planning with an emphasis
on institutional reform and local empowerment.

5. Promoting Participation:

Encourage participation of women, Dalits, and marginalized groups in decision-
making processes to enhance adaptive capacity.

6. Access to Information and Technology:

Improve access to early warning systems, weather forecasting, and climate-
resilient technologies.

7. Economic Opportunities:

Create livelihood opportunities that diversify income sources for poor women,
ethnic groups, and marginalized communities.

CONCLUSION

Climate change disproportionately affects marginalized communities due to
unequal resource distribution, adaptive capacity, and access to decision-
making processes. Women, economically disadvantaged groups, and
marginalized communities face unique challenges, such as limited access to
resources, technology, and decision-making processes.

An in-depth analysis of the relationship between climate change impacts and
Nepal's socio-political structure is essential to address these challenges
effectively.

This policy brief highlights the need for a just approach to climate change

adaptation, considering the socio-economic and cultural realities of
marginalized communities in Nepal.




